The amount of thrombin was measured in a dual-wavelength spectrophotometer using 5-2238 as described previously.'0 A standard curve was generated using thombin-activated serial dilutions of The aim of our study was to estimate the relative contributions of the heparin-dependent inhibition of factor Xa and thrombin to the rate of the coagulation system. Thereto, the action of heparin on the following processes have to be considered:
(1 ) formation of the prothrombinase complex (inhibition of factor Xa and factor Va generation),
inhibition of prothrombinase activity,
and (3) To this end, human brain thromboplastin was used at a concentration that produced factor Xa with a rate indistinguishable from that in factor IX-deficient plasma (data not shown).
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